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KING COUNTY 1200 King County Courthouse
516 Third Avenue
Seattle, WA 98104

Signature Report

December 18,2000

Ordinance 14016

Proposed No. 2000-0600.2 Sponsors Phillips and Miller

1 AN ORDINANCE re-authorizing a special assessment for

2 resource conservation for lands within the King

3 Conservation District of King County of$5.00 per parcel

4 on all nonexempt properties within the district for the years

5 2001 through 2005 and adopting the 2001 work plan.

6

7

8 STATEMENT OF FACTS AND FINDINGS:

9 1. The King Conservation District is a governental subdivision of Washington

state, organized under chapter 89.08 RCW to protect and conserve natual

resources thoughout King County except within the boundares of the

incorporated cities of Enumclaw, Federal Way, Milton, Pacific, Skykomish and

Tukwila.

2. RCW 89.08.400 authorizes that special assessments for conservation districts

for activities and programs to conserve natural resources may be imposed by the

legislative authority of the county in which the conservation distrct is located for

a period not to exceed ten years.
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3. The King Conservation District provides to all parcel owners or land occupiers

with the district: assistance to affected landowners to meet requirements of the

King County livestock management ordinance and other state, county and

municipal regulations; technical assistance to King County agricultural efforts;

assistance to landowners in resolving code enforcement issues; development of

plans for livestock manure storage facilities; assistance to county and municipal

deparments with water quality coordination ard protections; coordination of

intergovernental parerships to car out joint projects, including the

development of watershed plans; assistance to governents to develop livestock

and agrcultural laws and regulations; research to determine and develop the most

effective best management practices to improve water quality; development of

far phms; cost-sharing fuding for sensitive area best management practices

implementation; and other such natual resource conservation activities as

provided for in chapter 89.08 RCW.

4. The imposition of a special assessment requires that the supervisors of the

conservation district hold a public hearng on a proposed assessment prior to the

first day of August in the year before which it is proposed that the initial

assessment be imposed, and that the county legislative authority hold an

additional public hearng on the proposed system of assessment. .

5. Pursuant to RCW 89.08.400, any system of special assessments for the

conservation district shall not apply in cities that are outside of the boundaries of

the distrct, though such cities may be located within King County and may

benefit indirectly from activities of the district.

2
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6. On August 16, 1993, the King County council adopted Ordinance 10981,

which authorized a special assessment for the King Conservation District of $1.25

per parcel on all nonexempt properties within the district in 1994 and 1995 and

approved an agreement between King County and the King Conservation District.

The agreement remains in effect until December 31, 2003, uness rescinded or

modified, and is shown as Attachment A to this ordinance, as amended.

7. On December 19, 1995, the King County council adopted Ordinance 12095,

which continued this assessment in 1996 and 1997, and anticipated that the

district would be fuded by alternative regional funding sources in 1998 and

beyond.

8. On October 30, 1997, the regional water quality committee unanimously

recommended Motion 10353 requesting that the King County council enact the

King Conservation District assessment at the level of $5.00 per parcel and limit

the assessment to a period of years not less than two nor more than five.

9. On December 15, 1997, the King County council passed Ordinance 12959,

which increased the assessment for the King Conservation Distrct from $1.25 to

$5.00 per parcel from 1998 though 2000. The ordinance stipulated that of the

$5.00 per parcel assessment, $3.00 would be spat and expended among the five

watershed forums on programs consistent with the purposes of the district under

chapter 89.08 RCW. Furhermore, all jurisdictions that were members of the

King Conservation District were to receive $1.00 of the $5.00 per parcel

assessment based on the number of parcels within their respective jurisdictions,

with the express intent of expending the funds on programs consistent with the

3
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puroses of the district under chapter 89.08 RCW. The remaining $1.00 was to

be allocated to the King Conservation District for implementation of its anual

work program.

10. The board of supervisors of the King Conservation District held one public

hearing in May 2000, and provided an open comment period during which the

district received support for an anual assessment amount of $5.00, the same

amount collected for each of the years 1998 through 2000.

11. On June 1, 2000, the King Conservation District submitted to the King

County council for approval a work plan for the year 2001. The 2001 work plan

is based on a $5.00 assessment, which expires on December 31, 2000.

12. On July 12, 2000, the King Conservation District board of

supervisors adopted Resolution 2000-02 requesting King County

reauthorize the $5.00 per parcel assessment for a ten-year period, from

2001 to 2010.

13. On September 18, 2000, the King County council adopted

Ordinance 13942 modifying the terms of the interlocal agreement

between King County and the King Conservation District. Ordinance

13942 modified the agreement as follows: 1) Council approval ofthe

2001 work plan was deferred from June 1, 2000 to December 11,

2002 to coincide with Council consideration of this ordinance; and 2)

the termination date of the agreement was changed from 2003 to

2010.
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14. On October 16, 2000, the King County Council adopted Motion 11077

authorizing the executive to enter into interlocal agreements between King

County and King County cities for the purposes of establishing Water Resource

Inventory Area (WRIA) forus and cooperatively developing, funding and

implementing watershed-based planing, including salmon recovery planing,

habitat restoration efforts, water quality and flood protection projects, and other

water resource management projects and programs in WRIAs 7, 8 and 9. Such

efforts, with support from regional, state, federal and non-profit fuds as they

become available, wil address projects and programs in the Snoqualmie/South

Fork Skykomish, Lake Washington/Cedar River, Lake Samamish/Samamish,

Central Puget Sound Drainages, and Green- Duwamish watersheds. These

interlocal agreements wil furter strengthen efforts to effectively deal with

problems on a watershed by watershed basis, thus benefiting each parcel withn

the watershed, wil support and promote natural resource conservation on a

regional basis, and wil reflect and be consistent with the intent and purose of the

King Conservation Distrct per-parcel assessment.

15. The King County council has determined that the activities and programs

conducted by the WRA forus provided for by Motion 11077 and the activities

and programs of the King Conservation District wil conserve natual resources,

wil be of special benefit to lands within King County and may be used as the

basis upon which the special assessments provided for in this ordinance are to be

imposed.

5
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108 16. The King County council has determined that all lands within the boundaries

109 of the King Conservation District, with forestlands being exempted from charge,

110 have derived, and wil continue to derive a benefit from the natural resource

111 conservation the $5.00 per parcel assessment provides. Council also has

112 determined that the rate of $5.00 per parcel and $0.00 per acre is reasonably

113 calculated to fud the activities that would continue to benefit these lands, and

114 that these rate amounts do not exceed the special benefits that such parcels receive

115 or will receive from these activities.

116 BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF KING COUNTY:

117 SECTION 1. An assessment for the King Conservation District of $5.00 per

118 parcel on all property within. the distrct, not assessed as forestland, shall be imposed

119 anually from 2001 to 2005. The use of revenues from this assessment is subject to the

120 terms of the agreement shown as AttachmentAto ths ordinance, which may be amended

121 from time to time.

122 SECTION 2. The amount of such assessment shall constitute a lien against any

123 property for which the assessment has not been paid by the date it is due. A noticeoflien

124 shall be sent to each owner of such property.

125 SECTION 3. The district shall distribute a total of $3.00 per assessed parcel

126 within the respective boundaries of water resource inventory area (WRA) 8, WRIA 9

127 and the King County portion ofWRA 7. Distribution of the $3.00 per parcel assessment

128 shall be based on the watershed based approach to natual resource conservation as

129 reflected in Motion 11077, with revenues equitably divided among the structured

130 watershed forums established in King County based on the interlocal agreements

6
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131 governing these forus. Such distribution shall allocate two/fifths to the WRIA 8 forum,

132 two-fifths to the WRIA 9 forum and one-fifth to the Snoqualmie Watershed forum (King

133 County portion of WRIA 7). The nearshore area of King County includes the shallow

134 saltwater, wetlands, estuaries, beaches and bans that are critical to salmon, especially as

135 they migrate from the rivers to the ocean. Ths nearshore area is as critical in the

136 lifecycle of the salmon as upstream habitat areas. The Central Puget Sound Watershed

. 137 foru shall be eligible for fuding from both WRIA 8 and WRA 9 allocations. The

138 WRA forus 8 and 9, and the Snoqualmie Watershed foru shall have discretion on the

139 use of these fuds, provided that they are spent for activities and programs within the

140 boundares of the King Conservation District that are consistent with the puroses of the

141 district as established in chapter 89.08 RCW, and fuher provided that the uses are

142 consistent with regional funding principles approved by the regional water quality

143 committee. The district is requested to provide quarerly status reports to the King

144 County council describing the distribution of these fuds to the WRIA forums and the

145 activities and capital projects fuded with this portion of the assessment.

146 SECTION 4. The distrct shall distribute a total of $1.00 per parcel of the

147 assessment to the county and each city in the district from which the fuds were

148 collected, to be used for natural resources protection activities consistent with the

149 puroses of the distrct as established in chapter 89.08 RCW. The county and cities

150 within the district may choose to receive this distribution in cash or contract with the

151 district for services equal to the value of the distribution.

152 SECTION 5. A total of $1.00 per parcel of assessment shall be used by the

153 district for implementation of its annual work program, provided that it is approved by

7
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154 the King County council under the terms of the agreement, shown as Attachment A to

155 this ordinance, which may be amended from time to time.

156 SECTION 6. The work plan submitted by the district for 2001, as shown as

157 Attachment B to this ordinance, is hereby approved. The district is additionally requested

158 to provide status reports outlining specific performance measures for implementing work

159 program activities to the King County council no later than June 30 and December 31 of

160 each year. The status reports shall describe progress achieved towards work plan goals in

161 terms of. performance measures and report any bariers towards achieving work plan

162 goals. Specifically, attention should be paid to the completion of far plans, dairy

163 nutrient management planng, landowner conservation. services and administration and

164 finance operations of the distrct.

165 SECTION 7. The distrct is authorized to collect and retain a one percent fiscal

166 administration fee from all revenues derived from the per parcel assessment in order to .

167 provide proper and prudent financial oversight of all contracts and grants administered by

168 the district as stipulated by state of WashingtoiÌ auditing practices and regulations.

8
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SECTION 8. Given the public pro~ess described in Paragraphs 10 and 12 and the

statement of findings and facts contained in Paragraphs 1,2,3,6, 11, 13, 14 and 15, the

King County council finds that both the public interest will be served by the

reauthorization of the special assessment made under this legislation, and the special

9
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174 assessments to be imposed on any land will not exceed the special benefit that the land

175 receives or will receive form the activities of the conservation district.

Ordinance 14016 was introduced on 10/23/00 and passed by the Metropolitan King
County Council on 12/15/00, by the following vote:

Yes: 8 - Ms. Miller, Ms. Fimia, Mr. Phillps, Mr. Pelz, Ms. Sullvan, Mr.
Nickels, Mr. Gossett and Mr. Irons
No: 5 - Mr. von Reichbauer, Mr. McKenna, Mr. Pullen, Ms. Hague and Mr.
Vance
Excused: 0

ñ~~,COUNCIL

, ~: ~
Pete von Reichbauer, Chair

A TrEST:

~~
Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council

APPROVEDthisi'&iayoflJ~ ~ ~~~\ ~
Ron Sims, County Executive

Attachments A - Agreement between King County and the King Conservation District dated
November 15, 1993 as amended, B. - King Conservation District 2001 Summar of
Program of Work, C. - King Conservation District Resolution concerning re-
authorization of special assessment, D. - Letter to Chair von Reichbauer from the King
Conservation District
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1 AGREEMENT
2 Pusuant to RCW 39.34 and RCW 89.08, this agreement (the "Agreement") is hereby entered
3 into by and between King county, Washington (hereinafter knownås "the County")~ and the

4 King conservation Distrct, a governental subdivision ofthe state of 
Washington organized

5 under RCW 89.03 (hereinafter known as "the Distrct").

6 WHEREAS, the Distrct was established pursuant to RCW 89.08 in order to protect
7 natural resources in the County; ard

8 WHEREAS, in its 44 years of existence, the District has developed both expertise in
9 the management öf farms to Protect these natural reSources and a reputation among farmers

10 as an organization that understands and appreciates their needs; and

11 WHREAS, the Distrct also has expertise that could be applied to urbai areas in the
12 county; and

13 WHEREAS, the Distrct's relationships with the Soil conservation service of 
the U.S.

14 Department of Agrculture and other federal and state agencies strengthen its abilities to
15 protect natual resources in the County; and

16 WHREAS, the County has an interest in protecting the quality of its water to

17 enhance human health and the health of its aquatic andriparian habitats, and willbe obligated
18 under its National Pollution Discharge Elimination System penit to do so; and

19 , WHREAS,theCounty;s Sensitive Areas ordinance assigns certain Responsibilities
20 to the Distrct to help faners brig their faring practicèsinto compliance with water,

21 quality standards and the County's zonig Code is likely to assign similar responsibilities to .
22 the distrct; and .. ,,- '. . .
23 wHREAS, the Comity has a varety of programs tl~t relate to. far pra~tices and the
24 presêrvatión of natual resources that are best Implemented in cooperation and coordination
25 with the Distrct; and

26 WHREAS; under RCW 89.08.400,theKingcountycouicil may impose a speciàl '.

, 27 assessmentonland withn the Distrct to fud Distrct a:ctivities~ and in so doing the Council

28 may accept, or modify and accept, the assessment proposed by the Distrct; and '

29 WHREAS, under RCW 89.08.400, in order for the Council to impose an assessipent
30 for the Distrct, it must find that the assessment will serve the public interest and will not
31 exceed the benefit received by the land on which the assesSment is Împosed; and

32 WHEREAS, the County and the Distrct wish to work cooperatively to improve the
33 quality of water in the County and to assist laIdowners to comply with laws and regulations
34 that protect the quality ofthe County's water; -
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_ 35 NOW, THREFORE, in consideration of 
the mutual promises; benefits and

36 covenants contained herein, the paries hereto agree as follows:

37 1. PUROSE OF THE AGREEMENT:

38 To conserve the natural resources of the County by establishing the roles and
39 responsibilities of the County and the Distrct with respect to the authorization of, and use of
40 funds from, à system of special assessments for the Distrct.

41 II. DEFINTIONS:

42 A. Work Plan means a detailed statement of the intended uses of fuds durng a
43 calendar year from a system of special assessments for the Distrct authorized by the county
44 pursuant to King county Ordinance 10981. Each Work Plan shall include a budget, broken
45 out bymajor activities, for the expenditure of all fuds to be raised by the Distrct's
46 assessment or from other sources of revenue expected by the Distnct. Each work Plai .
47 approved pursuant to this Agreement shall be included as an attachment to this Agreement
48 and given iti: full force and effect.

49 . B. Advisory Committee meaDs a commttee with representation frómthe Distrct, the
50 County, cities withn the District and other interested paries that is responsible for assisting
51, the Distct in developing Work Plans and reviewing their administration and

52 implementation. The COIlittee shall have at least four members 
representing the County,

53 one each from the Program Staff ofthe Kig County Council ("the Council"), Washigton
54 State'University/Kng county Cooperative Extension Service, the Surface Water Management

55 Divisiort'and tIieEnvironmental Division. The committee shaH meet as often as necessar for
56 the dèvelopnient of Work Plans and the adequate review oftheIr administration and57 implementation. .
58 III. RESPONSffILITIES OF THE PARTIS:

59 A. THE DISTRCT

60 t. Cooperation with the County: The Distrct shaH perform the 
responsibilities

61 assigned to it in King County Code 21A.30and 21.54, to the extent cOIlsistent with RCW
62 89.08 and as resources aHow. In addition~the Distrct shall make a goodJaith effort to assist
63 agencies ofthe County where its expertise may be of use iriperformg their responsibilities,
64 to the extent consistent with RCW 89.08, as requested and as resources allow.

65 2. Work Plan: The Distrct shall submitits first Work Plant to the King County

66 Council ("the Council") for the Council's review and approval on or before October 1, 1993.
67 Futue Work Plans shaH be submitted to the Council on or before June I of the year prior to
68 their effective date. Each Work Plan shall be submitted with a draft motion approving it, in a
69 form acceptable to the CounciL. The Distrct shall work cooperatively with the Advisory
70 Committee to develop each Work Plan; the Distnct, however, shall not be obligated to accept
71 recommendations ofthe committee. No funds from the Distnct's assessment shall be spent in

A. Agreement between King County and the King Conservation District dated November 15, 1993, as amended 9/7/2000.
2
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72 any year for whiGh the Council ha~ not approved by motion a Work Plan for the Distrct, 
or

73 has allowed a Work Plan to be considered approved as submitted bY'its failure of action .
74 pursuant to Section IIl.B.2. of this Agreement. No fuds from the District's assessment shall
75 be spent inconsistent with such an approved Work Plan, without an 

amendment to the plan
76 approved by the Council authorizing such expenditure. If the Council recommends
77 modifications to the Distrct's work plan pursuant to Section II1B.2. ofthis agreement, the
78 Distrct shall have 30 days to decide whether it shall accept the Council's proposed

79 modifications or propose that differences concernng them be mediated, pursuant to Section
80 IV. of this Agreement

81 3. Payments to County Agencies: The Distrct shall reimburse agencies ofthe County
82 for expenses they may incur pursuant to Work Plans approved by the Distrct and the County.
83 These expenses shall be submitted to the Distrct on a quarerly basis for approval, and shall
84' be reimbursed within 30 days after the District. receives proper documentation for them.

85 4. Service to Incorporated Areas: TheDistrict's Work Plans shall include servIèes to
86 be provided to incorporated areas within the County, for which the Distrct may 

enter into

87 separate Agreements with other local governents.

88 B. THE COUNTY

89 I. Approval of Assessment: The King County Council shall approve a system of

90 special assessments for the District, pursuant to RCW 89.08.400, wl:ch shall be effective
91 from Januar 1, 1994, to D~cember 31, 1995, to fund activities contained in the Distrct's.
92 Work Plans. Assessments for the Distrct for years afer 1995 shall be proposed by 

the

93 District and considered by the Council pursuant to RCW 89,08.400.

. 94 2. Approval ofthe Work Plan: The Council, withn two months after 
receivig the

95 proposed Work Plan from the Distrct orbY'August 1 of each year, whichever is later, shall

,96 ,approve or recommend modifications to the portion of the ptoposed.W ork PlaÌi fuded by the
97 assessment for the following year:,~ except in the year 2000 when the Councilshall have until
98 December 11.2000 to approve the workplan. Ifthe COlIndl fails to so act and the proposed

99 Work Plan was submitted in ac~ordance with Section m.A.2 of the Agreement, the Work
100 Plan shall be considered approved as submitted.

101 3~ Cooperationwith the Distrct: The.CoUnty, workingthroughtheAdvisory .
102 Commttee, shall assist the Distrct in the development and implementation oftbe Work Plan.
103 Any agency of the County that has expertise, which may be'of use to the Distrct, shall make
104 a good faith effort to assist it, as requested and as resources allow.

105 IV. MEDIATION OF DIFFERENCES CONCERNG WORK PLAN

106 The council and the District may choose to mediate any and all differences they may
107 have concernng the modifications to the District's Work Plan recommended by the Council
108 pursuant to Section III.B.2. of this Agreement. A part mutually agreed to by the District and
109 the Council shall serve as mediator. Should both the County and the District agree to

A Agreement between King County and the King Conservation Distrct dated November 15,1993, as amended 9/7/2000.
3



13942

110 mediation of their differences, they each shall be responsible for meeting half of all
111 associated expenses. The mediation shall continue as long as it is desired by both paries.
112 Any funds collected through the Distrct's assessment for a year in which the Cnuncil and the
113 Distrct have not yet separately approved a Work Plan shall be placed in escrow until such

114 joint approval has occurred.

115 V. MAITENANCE OF RECORDS

116 A. The paries hereto shall maintain accounts and records, including personnel,
117 propert, financial and programmatic records and o~her such records as may be deemed

118 . necessary by either party to ensure proper accounting for all fuds expended from the
119 District's assessment. All such records shall sufficiently and properly reflect all direct and
120 indirect costs of any natue expended and services provided under this Agreement.

121 B. These records shall be maintained for a period of six (6) years after termination
122 hereof unless permission to destroy them is granted by the Office ofthe Archivist in
123 accordance with RCW 40.14, or unless a longer retention period' is required 

by law, with the
124 exception of farm management plans developed by the District pursuant to its responsibilities
125 under K.C.C. 21A.30 and 21.54. Said plans shall be maintained by the Distrct fora period
126 of not less than fifteen (15) years after they are completed.

127 VI. AUDITS AN EVALUATION

128 A. The records and documents of the paries hereto with respect to all matters
129 covered by ths Agreement shall be subject to inspection, review, or audit by the other par
130 aDd state offcials so authorized by lawduriig the'penormance of this Agreement änd six (6)
131 years after termination hereof.

, 132 . B. The paries'hereto shall provide right of access to their faciiities, including those of
133 any, subcontractors, to each otherand to state'ufficials soauthònzed by law at all reasonable
134 times in, order to monitor and evaluate the servces provided uIder ths Agreement. The .
135 pares hereto shall give advance notÌcé to each other. in the case of p'enormance or fiscal
136 audits they may conduct. , .
137 C. The paries hereto shall cooperate will each other in evaluations òftheir
138 peroniance under ths' Agreement and shall make available to each 'other all infonnation
139 reasonably required by any such evaluation process. The results and records of said
140 evaluation shall be maintained and disclosed inàccordance with RCW 42.17. '

141 VI. EFFECTIVNESS AN TERMATION:

142 . A. Ths Agreement shall become effective upon its signatue by both the County and

143 the Distrct, and shall terminate on December 31, ((i0)) 2010, unless it is terminated at an
144 earlier date pursuant to Section VIlB. of ths Agreement.

145 B. This agreement may also terminate due to any ofthe following circumstances:

A. Agreement between King County and the King Conservation Distrct dated November i 5, J 993, as amended 91712000.
4
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146 (1) The'Counci1 rescinds the Distrct's assessment:

147 (2) The Council fails to approve a new assessment for the Distrct after a
148 previous assessment has expired:

149 (3) The Distrct requests that the Council rescind or not renew its assessment.

150 Any ofthese actions notwithstanding; all funds raised from assessments previously
151 approved under this Agreement must be spent according to a Work Plan approved by the '
152 County and the District.

153 VIII. NONDISCRIINATION

154 Each par shall comply fully with applicable federal, state and local laws, ordinances,
155 executive orders and regulations, which prohibit discrimination. These laws include, but are
156 not limited to, RCW 49.60,Titles VI and VLL ofthe Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of
157 the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Executive aider 11246 issued by the President ofthè United
158 States and Executive Order 2001-R issued by the King County Executive.

159 ix. INEMNICATION:

160 Each par hereto agrees, as authorized by law, to indemnfy and hold harmless the other
161 par, its offcers, agents and employees for all claims (including demands, suits, penalties,

162 liabilities, damages, costs, expenses or loss of any kind or nature whatsoever arsing from or
163 out of ths Agreement) to the extent such a claim arses or is caused by the indemnifyng
164 par's own negligence or that of its offcers, agents or employees in performance oftms
165 Agreement.

166 X. AMNDMENTS:

167
168

Amendments to the terns of ths Agreement must be agreed to in wrting by each
par and be approved by the council and the Distrct's Board of Supervisors.c

169 XI. ENTIR CONTRCT- WAIR OF DEFAULT

170 The paries hereto agree that this Agreement is ,a complete expression of the terms

171 hereto and any oral or wrtten representations or understandings not incorporated herein ar
172 excluded. All paries recognize that time.Is of the essence in the performance of the

173 provisions ofthis Agreement. Waiver of any default shall not be doomed any waiver of any
174 'sUbsequent default. Waiver of breach of any provision ofthis Agreement shall n~tbe
175 deemed to be a waiver of any other or subsequent breach and shall not be constred to be a
176 modification of the tenis of the Agreement unless stated to be such through wrtten approval
177 of all Parties to ths Agreement.

178 IN WITNSS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed this

A. Agreement between King County and the King Conservation Distrct dated November 15,1993, as amended 9/7/2000.
5



179 Agreement on the

180

day of

13942

,2000.

King Conservation Distrct King County

Chair

Board of Supervis~rs

Chair, King County Council

King County Executive

Approved as to Form: Approved as to Fort:

Assistant Attorney General Deputy Prosecutig Attorney

181

A. Agreement between King County and the King Conservation Distrct dated November i 5, i 993, as amended 9/7/2000.
6



ATTACHMEr T B
.'

KIG CONSERVATION DISTRICT

2001 Summary of Program of Work

. EXECUTI SUMMARY

, The King Conservation Distrct (hereafter known as the Distrct) is an independent public
entity authorized by state law and formed in 1949. The District is governed by a five-
member Board of Supervisors, three of which are elected at-large throughout King
County and two are appointed by the Washington State Conservation Commission.

Pursuant to RCW 89.08.400, special assessments to finance the activities of a
conservation distrct maybe imposed by the county legislative authority ofthe county in
which the conservation district is located. The Distrct complied with the statutory
requirements to hold public hearings and on July 29, 1997 the District Board of
Supervisors passed a motion to transmit a resolution to the King County Council
(hereafter known as the Council) submitting a proposed system of assessment at a $ 1.43
per parcel on all non-exempt properties within the District. On December 15, 1997 the
Council adopted Ordinance 12959 which authorized a special assessment at $5.00 per
parcel to cover the period between 1998 and 2000., .
Funds received from this special assessment were allocated for the benefit of lands
throughout the Distrct's jurisdiction by aCtion by the Board of Supervisors pursuant to
RCW 89.08.220. The projects promoted sustaiable uses of natural resources though
responsible stewardship by: :. '

. Teaching priciples of conservation to landowners and thegeneral public

. Encouragmg the development of comprehensive action plans and procedues that promote
'environmental quality,

.. F~cîtatig'produètive reÎiitiomWps between individuals andenvfronmental regulatoryägencies, and/or '

. Pròvidig techncal assistance tciindividuäls and 10cal governinerits on theìiplèiientatÎo:i of

-sound conservation practices.

The Distrct is prepared to submit a Special Assessment proposal that wil provide
fuding for existing District activities and wil administer a majority of the assessment
funds to be distrbuted though non-competitive grant awards to member cities ana "
watershed forus. The proposal is for an assessment beginning calendar 2001. Funds

received from ths Special Assessment will be allocated according to the following work
plan out1Îne.

King Conservation District 2001 W ofk Plan Outline It May 2000



) '. ..

Work Plan Outlne

Distrct Projects

The wide varety of work to be performed by the District wil be established by Distrct
Board of Supervisors pursuant to RCW 89.08.220 (7). The anm:ialwork plàn required by
this section ofRCW 89.08 shall be submitted to the Washington State Conservation
Commission (hereafter known as the Commission) in accordance with the timeliIies
established by the Commission. Principal components of the District's operation include
Far Conservation Services, Landowner Conservation Services, Governent and
Regional Services, Resource Education and Outreach Services, and Administrative
Serices. The Distrct will continue to address the Endangered Species Act (ESA) needs
for salmonid species and will continue to participate in the Tri-County planing efforts
for a salmon recovery strategy. Within each category the Distrct will do the following
work:

1. Far Conservation Services

The Distrct wil provide technical assistance and coordinate with other agencies to

provide cost share assistance to farers and livestock owners in both rual and urban
areas within the District boundares. The Distrct will provide technical assistance for
reducing water pollution from far and livestock operations. The District will advise
farers and livestock owners of the ESA andthe vital ,role they have in the salmon
recovery effort. The Distrct wil coordinate, with govemmentagencies, and non-
profit and volunteer groups to assist faIers and livestock owners to enhance and/or
restore salmon habitat.

. 2.- Landowner Conservation Serces

The Distrct will provide techncalassistanèe and coordIiate with other agencies to
provide cost share assistance to individuallandowners, non-profit groups, citizen
action groups, schools, aid businesses within t1e Distrct's boundares for natual
resource protection and enancement. ServiCes will include, but are not limited to
stream and wetland restoration/enhancement; native plant promotion; habitat
conservation assistance; steep slope and erosion controi best management practice
implementation (HMP); ard soils, mapping and sensitive site planng assistance. The
Distrct wil coordinate efforts with individual landowners to enance and/or restore
salmon habitat. .

3. Governent and Regional Serices

The Distrctwill provide technical assistance and dedicated grant funds to 
member

cities, King County, and regional watershed forums for natural resource protection
and enhancement programs and projects. The Governent and Regional Services
program will include individual service agreements for member cites, King County,

King Conservation Distrct 2001 Work Plan Outline .. May 2000 2
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and watershed forus to complete proj ects in the area of stream and wetland
restoration/enhancement; native plant promotion; habitat conservation assistance,
steep slope and erosion control BMP implementation; and soils, mapping and
sensitive site planning assistance. The District wil coordinate efforts with their
partners to protect, enhance,andlor restore salmon habitat. The Distrct will
paricipate in regional planing efforts in order to give input to the community on
resource management and salmon recovery issues and to identify new challenges and
opportunities for Distrct.

4. Resource Education and Outreach

The District recognizes the demand for technical assistance is currently greater than
its ability to fund. Consequently, it offers education and outreach services to leverage
its technical program. The District will sponsor workshops, implement demonstration
projects, meet with community interest groups, and utilize other outreach tools to
promoteresponsible resource management and salmon recovery efforts.

5. Administration

Administrative services facilitate the delivery ofthe Board of Supervisor's resource
conservation programs through program planing, development and monitoring, and

-budgeting and financial management.

Work Plan Budget

This budget proposal includes ohly the proposed special. assessment funds. The
Distrct budget also includes short term grants, and general and directed state and
federal fuding. These other fuds enable the Distrct to provide and, target high,er

le~els of investment though parership and leveragt:qg of funds. These other

sources are not reflected in this budget. The Distrct :budget is established by the
Board of Supervisors following due consideration of needs and resources.

Income
Special Assessment2001 $2,756,000

Expenses ..
Distrct Operations 2001 $2y756,000

Assessment fuds wíii be allocated to the Kirig Conservation Distrct, five regional
watershed forums and member cities. Approximately four-fifths ofthe assessment
income will be made available to the five regional watershed forums and member
cities less a 3% reduction for nonpayment oftaxes, a 1 % County Assessor's
collection fee and a 1 % District fiscal administration fee. The District will hold in
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trst for each entity and foru the amount available to it until such time as a
noncompetitive grant is developed, submitted and approved.

1. District Strategic Plan Initiatives

The wide varety of work to be performed by the Distrct wil be established by the

Board of Supervisors pursuant to RCW 89.08.220. Principal components ofthe
District's operation include Farm Conservation Services, Landowner Conservation
Services, Governent and Regional Services, Resource Education aId Outreach
Services, and Administrative Services. .

Estimated total Distrct Services $551,200

2. Municipal Inter-local Contracts

Municipal non-competitive grants will be made available to King County and to each
of the incorporated cities paricipating as Distrct member cities for the purpose of
targeted land and water conservation and salmon recovery efforts withi such
jursdictions. Applications for the non-competitive grants shall be made to the
Distrct forpröjects that meet the Distrct's statutory puroses :uder criteria as shall .
be established by the Distrct. Such non-competitive grants shall be made available at
the rate of $1.00 per parcel for each parcel contained withn the applicant's

, jursdiction. The District will hold in trst for each such entity the amount available .
to it until such time as non-competitive grant is developed, submitted, and approved.

Estimated tötal of muncipal inter-local grants $551,200

3. Waterhed ForuIn lriter::local Contracts

Non-compètitive grartswil bêriade available to the five (5) Watershed Forus
established thòughout Kig County for the purose'öf suppörtìng projects fôrfish
habitat, watèr quality, and flóodprotectÍon. Such projects shall meet the Distrct's
statutory puroses under criteria as shall be established by the Distrct in consultation
with the Regional Water Quality Commttee of the King County ,CounciL. The total
allocation provided below shall be divided' evenly between the W atershedF orus.

The Distrct shall hold the allocation in trst uitil such time as a non-competitive
grant is developed, submitted, and 

approved. Funds shall be distrbuted to the forus
through grant agreements or inter-:Iocal agreements with individual local govenìents
participating in each foru, which shall be" acting on behalf ofthe other governents
paricipating within their forum.

Estimated total of watershed non-competitive grants $1,653,600
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Work Plan' Accountabilty

1. Distrct Strategic Plan Initiatives

The Distrct will submit biennial status reports to the King County CoUncil and the
Regional Water Quality Committee. At a minimum, these shall include the following:

A stiary report of the amount of funds distributed to each forum and local

governent, how such funds are being used, and the means by which the funds have
been distributed (e.g. grant contracts, interlocal agreement, etc.)

A summar discussion of assistance provided to local governents, citizens and
others served by the District including the livestock program.

2. Municipal Non-Competitive Grants

Allocation of funds for District approved municipal projects will be based on King
County Assessor's estimates. Disbursements will be made by November, up to 90%
of the Assessor's estimate, with final reconciliation based on the Assessor's report by
January 31 of the following year.

Projects will require biennal financial and project progress reports to the District,
along with an anual summary report presented to the District Board of Supervisors;
Project reports wil be due May 31 and November 30 of each year.

Anual financial reports wil be submitted to the Distrct for review and incorporation
, into the Distrct's accounting system by Januai 15 ofthe following year.

3. Watershed Foru Non-Competitive Grants

Allocation of fuds for Distrct approved muncipal projects wiI be based on King
County Assessor's estimates. Disbursements will be made by November, up to 90%
of the Assessor's estimate; with final reconcilation based on the Assessor'_s report by
Januar 31 of the following year. ,

Projects wil require biennial fmancial and project progress reports to the Distrct,
. along with an anual sumar report presented to the Distrct Board of Supervisors:
Project reports will be due May 3 I and November 30 of each year.

Anual financial reports will be submitted to the District for review and incor¡o:ration
into the Distrct's accounting system by Januar 15 ofthe following year.
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ATTACHMENT C

"

A RESOLUTION OF TI BOAR OF SUPERVISORS OF næ KIG
CONSERVATION DISTRCT SUBMITTING A PROPOSED SPECIAL

ASSESSMENT TO TI METROPOLITAN KING COUNTY COUNCn. TO FU A
COUNTYWIE PRqGRA OF NATU :RSOURCES CONSERVATION

WHAS, pursuant to RCW Chapter 89.08.400, the Metropolitan King County

Council ("the Council") is authoriz~d to impose special assessments eXclusively to

finance the natural resources conservation activities~ including soil and water; of 
the King. '

Conservation District ("the District"); and

WHREAS, the District is a governental subdivision of the State of Washington

and organized under RCW 89.08 to protect and conserve natural resources throughout

King County ("County") and member cities ("Cities"), and is authorized 
to develop and

submit a proposed system of assessments to tbe Council for Approval; and

WHREAS, to finance such activities, the Distrct is authorized 10 develop and

submit prior 10 the first day of August, a Proposed System of Assessments for Council

approval; and

WHEREAS, The District bas developed a Special Assessment proposal to provide, .
basic fuding for:Distict activities benefitig landowners withn the County and Cities;

and

WHREAS, pursuant to RCW 89.08.400(2), the Distrct has conducted a public

hearg and comment period in the County on its proposal; and... ' .
w,AS, the consituen~ of ~e Distct paricipating in 

'the . public Comment .

~procesi; held by the Distct expressed support for the proposal and for continuing the

Distrct's activities at no'les~ than existig levels; ard. . . .. ' -
WHREAS~ the: Distrct hås contluèd to be in~olvedin discussioiis heId by the

county-wide Regional. Water QualitY Co:iittee and Regional Needs
AssessmentJegional Task Force. ("Task Force") regarding future funding for regional,, -
water quality programs and projects; and

WHEREAS, the DistrCt concurs with the effort to include broad, regional needs

in its program of work for flood control, salmonhabitat improvement and protection, and

other natu~ai resources conservation concerns witrnn the County and Cities; and



WHREAS, the Distrct .is uniquely positioned to paricipate in an analysis of

such regiòI)al nêeds todetenIne necessar and appropriate work plans for the Distrct

through a joint process with the County and Cities which may result in amendment 'of the

Distrcts Special Assessment proposal; and

WHREAS, the Distrct is prepared to underte an analysis of such regional

, needs to determine nect;ssar and appropriate work plans for thê'Distrct though a joint

process with the County and Cities which may result in amendment öf the Distrct's

Special Assessment proposal; and '

WHREAS, the Distrct is prepar~d at ths time to submit a'Special Assessment

proposal that will provide fuding for existing Distrct activities and administer, a

majority ofthe assessment fuds to be distrbuted through non-competitive grant awards

to member cities, and watershed forums.

NOW 1BEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Superisors of the King

Conservation Distrct that a Proposed System of Assessments shall be submitted to the""

Metropolitan Kig County Council for approval of a Special Assessment as follóws:

i. Rate of Assessment: ' All lands within the Distrct's boundar shall be assessed at
an anual rate of $5.00. per parceL.

2. Lad Subject to Assessment: . All iânds with the Distct's boundar shall be
subje~tto aSsessment except, forest lands used, solely for the plantig, groWIg~ or
harestjngoftreesand lând owned byth~ United States. of America.

3. Duation of AssêsSIent: All lands withn the Distrct's boundar, whether existng
parceis or those creat~,bereafter, shall be assessed fora period not to exceed tei (10)
years beginng on and after Januar 1, 2001.

-2-
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A. Distrbution of Assesstent: The distrbution of the $5.00 per parcel assessment shall
remain the same as the 1998-2000 assessment being:

$1.00 - To KCD to fud an approved anual work plan

$1.00 - To incorporated member cities or unincorporated King County with the distrct

boundar to be used for natural resources projects as authopzed by RCW 89.08

$3.00 - To the strctured watershed forus operating in Kig County dur:ng the
assessment period and to bè used for natural resources projects as authQnzed

under RCW 89.08

5. Administration Fee: In òrderto execute contracts and properly account 
for assessment"

fuds the Distrct will be entitled to an administrative fee of 3% of the total assessment

revenues.

PASSED ANÀPPROVED by the Bóard of . Supervisors of the King

Conse~ation Distrct, State of Washington on thIs 12th day of July, 2000.

Scott Wa1lace, Vice Chai

..

V1/~
· ~~¿Ýæ-tZaJ/ .

Bill NiccolIs,'Chair

Lyn Sullivan, See I Treas.

Nancy Hansen, M'ember '

Max Prisen, Member ~ t?~
-3-
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KING COU EXTIVE OfFICE
TO:
DUE OAT ".
AUTHOR:
SUBJECT:

vice-Chai
Scon WalaCe . Dear Mr. vonReichbauer, REVIE

::STABUSHED 1949
~':""July 24,2000

Kita CO
iV ÆSORCES DIREC10R

Mr. Pete Yon Reichbauer, dair

Metropolitan King County Council
i 200 King County Courhouse
Seattle, W A 98104

Boar of Supervisors

Chai
Bil Niccoll

Secretu/T reaser
Lyr Sulan

Member
Ma Prien

The Board of Supervisors of the King Conservation District formerly requests
the Metropolitan King County Council to approve a IGng Conservation
District Special Assessmentfor a regional conservation funding package,
pursuant to RCW 89.08.400. The District hereby respectfully submits ~ request
to the Metropolitan King County Council to approve a per-parcel assessment in
the amount of$5.00 per year for a period often (10) years. Enclosed is the
KCD Board of Supervisors Resolution for a Proposed System of Assessments.

Member
Nancy Haen

The King Conservation District has met all the required coriditions under RCW
89.08 in order to be able to file this proposal request prior to Aug. l,2000. This
j)foposalis a continuation of the current three (3) yea (1998 - 2000) as~essment
that expires at the end of this year. Eighty (80) percent of the funds from ths
assessment are distributed to the watershed forusand the 33 member cities and
unincorporated King County withn the distrct boundaries. The remàIning
twenty (20) percent goes toward fuding an approved work plan for the Kig
Conservation Distrct. An these fuds are used under the gudelines ofRCW
89.08 to deliver, on the ground conservation åctìvitiestoàadress ESA issues for
listed salmon, protect water quality and build community stewardship_ In
addition, these fuds enable local jurisdictions to leverage considerable state and
federal money to aid intrus effort.

The Distrct is continuing to seek state funds to support projects in King County.
We have recently been successful in obtaining- additional cost share fuds for

dairy operators in King County in order to keep them in compliance with water
quality regulations and remain viable working farms. The Washington
Conservation Commission continues to provide us with basic operatiònal
funding, which along with our portion of the assessment enables us to employ a
staff of eight full-time employees.
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We have in place a strong financial acc~unt¡ngand administrative sytem in order to operate in a
maner mindful of our duties as an independent local governent rèsonsìble to the 

public_

Assessent funds are distrbute~ to the county, member cities and the watershed forums through
non-competitive gTt çontracts that spdl out a specific scope of work and on the ground
deliverables to insure accountabilïty_ Each watershed forum priontizes a set of projects to
submit to the Distict Board of Supervisors which provides for a regional, watershed-based effort
that ciosses jursdictional boundares_

II short, the Distrct and its many parners in King County have built a strong infrtructure
enabling us to deliver regional conserVation servces~ We would like to continue buildiogon our
successes and, therefore, respectfully request reauthorization of this, special assessment.

¿;r?ii ~
G~o.tS; Qe-d J D;s-l"\c. \- CoorJ), ~-.~ or

.tc E: l\ JJô':(.o\ls

Bil Niccolls, Chair, Board of Supervsors

Cc: Metropolitan King County CounciIm~mbers
Ane Noris, Cle(k of the CoUncil
Ron Sims~ County Executive
Michael Huddlesto~ Counil staff
Mònica Clarke, Counil staff

Enclosue: KCD resolution #2000;,01


